2010 KANSAS

SEVERE WEATHER AWARENESS WEEK
MARCH 8-12, 2010

TORNADO SAFETY DRILL TUESDAY, MARCH 9th
1:30 PM CST

INFORMATION PACKET

National Weather Service




Dear Emergency Management and Media Partners,

The National Weather Service, the Kansas Emergency Management Association, and the Kansag
Division of Emer gency Manage Kensas Seveee dNeattsert y
Awareness Week act i vi t i eisl2 R20l@ riheM@anuat dtatevBide tornado drill will
take place on Tuesday, March &t 1:30 pm CST, with a backup date of Thursday, Mar¢h 11
Test tornado warnings will be issued via NOAA Weather Radio and the EAS system for distribu-
tion statewide.

Enclosed is tornado and severe weather information that can be used for preparedness activities
your local jurisdiction. Feel free to duplicate and distribute this information as necessary.

While 2009 was not a record breaking year for tornadoes in the state of Kansas, numerous othe
High Impact Weather Events did occur causing millions of dollars in damage to homes, property
and infrastructure. Those High Impact Events include, a Blizzard, a Derecho, numerous Severe
Thunderstorms flooding and flash flooding.

Kansans live with the threat of severe weather year round. Kansas Severe Weather Awareness
Week is the ideal time to prepare for severe weather. Families should practice their severe
weather safety plan at home, work, school or other public locations that they frequent. They
should develop a safety plan for times when they are participating in outdoor recreation activities,
sporting events, or working outdoors. Each Kansan should know where to go should severe
weather strike their location.

All Hazards NOAA Weather Radio is like having your personal tornado siren in your home or
vehicle. We encourage Kansans to purchase a weather radio and have it programmed to thej
county and/or surrounding counties to receive severe weather warnings and information directly|
from the National Weather Service. Now is a great time to replace theupdwkttery in your

NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio so that you get severe weather information even if the power
goes out.

As always, the National Weather Service offices that serve the state of Kansas look forward to
partnering with you to help Kansans prepare for severe weather. Please contact the Warning Cd
ordination Meteorologist at your local office if you have any questions or comments regarding
this packet. Visit our webpages for the latost

forecasts and severe weather information.

www.weather.gov/topeka
www.weather.gov/wichita
www.weather.gov/dodgecity
www.weather.gov/goodland
www.weather.gov/kansascity
www.weather.gov/springfield
www.weather.gov/hastings
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2009 Kansas Tornado Facts

Tornadoes 103 (43 above the 195Q009 average of 60)
(28 above the past 30 year average of 75)
(7 above the past 20 year average of 96)

Fatalities: 0 Injuries: 6
Longest Track: 12.6 miles(Bourbon County, May 13, EF1)

Strongest: EF2 (Finney County, April 18 and
StaffordCounty, June 15)

Most in a county: 11 (Butler)

Days of occurrence: 24 (also called Tornado Days)

Supercell packing baseball hail and 80 mph winds.
Most in one day: 21 (June 15) Photo courtesy Doug Whitson, Sherman County law enforcement.

Most in one month: 46 (June. This was thé"highest total for any June)

First tornado of the year: March 7 (Reno County, 4:13 pm CST, EFO0, 1.32 mile length, 75 yard width)

Last tornado of the year:  August 2 (HaskellSeward County, 8:50 pm CDT, EF1, 3.5 mile length, 75 yard width)

2009Monthly Tornado Totals

Apr |May |Jun |Jul Aug |Sep |Oct
Total 18 10 46 14 2 0 0

Percent 18 10 45 14 2 0 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0%
0 2 2%
1 7 11 0 0 21 20%
0 0 12 10 9 34 14 1 0 0 0 0 80 78%

Weak (EFO, EF1) tornadoes in green, strong (EF2, EF3) in yellow, violent (EF4, EF5) in red, month totals in blue.
Percent values may not add to 100% due to rounding.

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0
0 0 1 1

0 0 0
0 0 0
0 0 0

Yearly Summary: The Kansas 2009 tornado year did not stand out in the historical database in te
of extremes. The 103 tornadoes reported remained above-fleal68verage, but was close to the most
recent26y ear average, and fell far short of | ast
(EF4EF5) tornadoes in the state in 2009, and only two strong-BE) tornadoes. Fortunately, there

was no loss of life directly attributable to Kansas tornadoes in 2009, and only 6 injuries were reported.

The Kansas tornado season ended early in 2009. No tornadoes were reported during the last
months of the year. In the past 60 years, only 11 other years have not had a tornado report after Se
ber . August 2, 2009 was the last day with a tornado report when two tornadoes developed during
evening hours in southwest Kansas.
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KANSAS TORNADO STATISTICS

by County
1950- 2009
TORNADOES, FATALITIES, AND INJURIES

Inj County Tor Fat Inj County Tor Fat
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Kansas Tornadoes 2009
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